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PROGRAMME OF CULTURAL EVENTS





LEONARDO: IL GENIO GENTILE  // 4 - 26 SEPTEMBER
2019 marks the 500th anniversary of the death of Leonardo Da Vinci, the great 
Renaissance master and polymath. The exhibition Leonardo. Il genio gentile, created 
by Stefano Baldi and first launched in the Embassy of Italy in Sofia, provides a 
captivating overview of Leonardo’s life and works, from the key innovations he 
introduced in his painting technique to his formidable contributions to science, 
engineering and architecture. A collection of 14 banners shows sketches, paintings and 
quotes by the great genius, accompanied by explanations in Italian and in English. 
The exhibition will run from September 4th to September 26th and can be visited during 
our opening hours. 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND PARTNERSHIPS

All events taking place at the Italian Institute of Culture are free unless otherwise 
stated. In order to minimise disappointment, we strongly recommend booking  

your seat in advance. Please check booking requirements in the following pages. 
Please note that the programme is subject to change: up-to-date details  

can be found on our website and Facebook page.

GALWAY JAZZ FESTIVAL // 3 - 6 OCTOBER
Galway Jazz Festival is a 3-day festival of leading local, national and international 
jazz artists with the aim to foster jazz as a contemporary art form in the West of 
Ireland. The GJF features musicians from 14 countries, playing more than 50 events, 
across 20 different venues in the city. As well as evening concerts, the GJF will host 
lunchtime gigs, ‘pocket-sized’ performances, a film screening, a jazz shop and panel 
discussions. The 2019 edition focuses on sustainability and on the theme of ‘gentle 
revolution’.

CULTURE NIGHT // 20 SEPTEMBER
Culture Night is an annual all-island public event that celebrates culture, creativity 
and the arts. On Culture Night, arts and cultural organisations and venues of all 
shapes and sizes, including the National Cultural Institutions, extend their opening 
hours to allow for increased access to the public. Special and unique events and 
workshops are specifically programmed at participating locations and everything is 
available free of charge. The Culture Night event at the IIC is part of the European 
Cultural Trail, an initiative of EUNIC Ireland for Culture Night.

EUNIC SHORT SHORTS FROM EUROPE // 4 NOVEMBER
EUNIC Short Shorts from Europe returns to the Irish Film Institute!  
Action, animation, drama – expect this and more from Short Shorts – a selection of 
European short films from the home countries of seven members of EUNIC Ireland 
(European Union National Institutes for Culture). Let Austria, France, Germany, 
Romania, Spain, the UK and - obviously - Italy entertain you with a variety of genres 
from contemporary, cutting-edge filmmakers. 



IV SETTIMANA DELLA CUCINA ITALIANA NEL MONDO 
4th Week of the Italian Cuisine in the World // 18 - 22 NOVEMBER

XIX SETTIMANA DELLA LINGUA ITALIANA NEL MONDO 
19th Week of the Italian Language in the World // 21 - 25 OCTOBER
The 19th edition of the Week of the Italian Language 
in the World will pay homage to Italian Language 
at the theatre (L’italiano sul palcoscenico). We will 
celebrate this special event with Tiziana Francesca 
Vaccaro and her play Terra di Rosa and with a 
lecture by Joseph Farrell on the challenges and 
opportunities of translating Italian theatre. 

GIOVEDÌ ALL’OPERA 
The 19th Century Italian Romantic Opera
We are delighted to present a new season of Giovedì all’Opera / Thursday at the 
Opera, a series of shared operatic experiences illustrated by live performances and 
presented by Deirdre O’Grady (Emeritus Professor of Italian and Comparative Studies 
at University College Dublin). The series will demonstrate the outstanding features 
of the early to mid-19th century Italian opera through the glorious melodies of Rossini, 
Donizetti, Bellini and Verdi. History, its presentation and misrepresentation play a 
part in the rebirth of celebrated historical figures on the operatic stage. Enchanting 
live performances organised in collaboration with Lyric Opera Productions will 
complement the lectures.  
The series will start with a consideration of the influence of a new educated readership 
and the novel form on the operatic theatre, where fact, fiction and fantasy through 
song accompanies the retelling of events and the redrawing of historical characters.
The second presentation focuses on 16th century England and the operatic personae of 
the Tudor Queens, as portrayed by Donizetti. The fate of Anne Boleyn, Mary Stuart, 
and Elizabeth I is played out against a backdrop of accusations, executions, and ‘Mad 
Scenes’.  These operas combine both pathos and horror, and contain some of the most 
brilliant and technically difficult vocal music in the entire operatic repertory. 
The third and last presentation will focus on Giuseppe Verdi’s best known works, 
which mark a move towards  realism, introducing the macabre, the conscience and 
consciousness with psychological implications. 

The IIC, in collaboration with the Italian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation, is pleased to present 
a week-long celebration of Italian cuisine. Italian culinary 
traditions come from that same mix of history, cultural 
exchanges, creativity and passion which is at the foundation 
of all of the most elevated manifestations of Italian culture, 
as Franco Cardini will highlight with his talk on L’appetito 
dell’Imperatore; Fabio Bruni will show us Italian cuisine from 
a scientifical perspective, delving into the physics of spaghetti. 
Keep reading to find out more! 

The week will include a homage to the Swiss architect Mario Botta, with an event 
organised in collaboration with the Embassy of Switzerland in Ireland. More details in 
the following pages. 



LUNEDÌ AL CINEMA 
Lunedì al Cinema / Monday at the Cinema 
is a series of screenings dedicated to Italian 
contemporary cinema, made possible thanks to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation. These free screenings  (in Italian 
with English subtitles) are a great opportunity 
to get familiar with the Italian language while 
enjoying a good movie! 

Calendar of screenings
30th September, 6.30pm: 1200 km di bellezza  
Directed by Italo Moscati, 2015 
 
7th October, 6.30pm: Corto. Italy and Ireland in a snapshot 
Selection of short films from the Italian Fusion Festival short video competition 

14th October, 6.30pm: Corti in giro per il mondo 
Selection of short films curated by the Italian Short Film Center 

11th November, 6.30pm: Nessuno mi troverà 
Directed by Egidio Eronico, 2015 

2nd December, 6.30pm: Cover Boy - L’ultima rivoluzione 
Directed by Carmine Amoroso, 2008 

9th December, 6.30pm: Scusate se esisto 
Directed by Riccardo Milani, 2014



LYRIC OPERA PRODUCTIONS 
The Barber of Seville - Gioachino Rossini
Rossini’s Il Barbiere di Siviglia is one of opera’s great gems. This beautifully staged 
production features Irish and international soloists, with full orchestra and chorus. 
It is a comic masterpiece with a sparkling score – a must for opera lovers! Set in 18th 
century Seville, Gioachino Rossini’s greatest masterpiece is brought to vivid life at 
Lyric Opera. When the handsome Count Almaviva falls hopelessly in love with the 
beautiful Rosina, he solicits Figaro, the town’s wily barber, to help win her favour and 
to make a fool of her ridiculous guardian, Dr. Bartolo. It is a fairy tale of twists and 
turns and mistaken identities, where young love triumphs - all wrapped up in Rossini’s 
unmistakable and masterful music. Director Vivian Coates creates this effervescent 
production, featuring some of the most exceptional talents in international opera. 
Figaro is sung by exciting Greek baritone Georgios Iatrou, stunning English mezzo 
soprano Grace Durham sings Rosina and American super tenor Randall Bills, who is 
blazing a trail through Europe, sings the Count of Almaviva – all supported by The 
Lyric Opera Orchestra and chorus conducted by Timothy Burke.  
The performances will take place on Saturday 12th October 7.30pm, Sunday 13th 

October 3pm and Tuesday 15th October 7.30pm at the National Concert Hall in Dublin. 
An introductive lecture to the Opera by George Fleeton will start an hour before each 
performance. Tickets available on www.nch.ie

IRISH NATIONAL OPERA 
Griselda - Antonio Vivaldi
High jinks in high places from the master of The Four Seasons. The complications of 
royal marriage. A commoner become Queen. A King obsessed with testing her virtue. 
The brilliance of Venice’s most famous composer brought to the opera stage. In the 
words of conductor Peter Whelan, “Griselda is one of Vivaldi’s greatest masterpieces: 
feel-good music that bursts with Italianate primary colours... it is the touching, heart-
on-sleeve pathos of some of the slow arias which will most surprise listeners new 
to this music.” Starring Katie Bray, Jorge Navarro Colorado and Emma Morwood. 
Directed by Tom Creed, orchestra conducted by Peter Whelan. 
The performances will take place between the 12th and the 27th of October in various 
locations in Ireland, including Galway, Letterkenny, Sligo, Navan, Kilkenny, Limerick 
and Dún Laoghaire. Info and tickets available on www.irishnationalopera.ie
Cinderella - Gioachino Rossini
“It’s not fair!”: the notion of justice is of paramount importance to children, and key 
to the appeal of the Cinderella story. But whatever your favourite version, you will 
find something uniquely dark, yet sparkling and touchingly redemptive in Rossini’s 
La Cenerentola. This production unfolds from the very pages of books and celebrates 
the idea of literature, of fantasy, of escapism, and most importantly of Goodness 
Triumphant. The age-old fairytale resonates as much today as it did in times gone 
by. Starring Tara Erraught, Andrew Owens and Riccardo Novaro. Directed by Orpha 
Phelan, orchestra conducted by Fergus Sheil. 
The performances will take place on Sunday 10th, Tuesday 12th, Thursday 14th and 
Saturday 16th November at 7.30pm at the Bord Gáis Energy Theatre in Dublin. 
Tickets available on www.irishnationalopera.ie



Friday 20th September - 5.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
No booking required

Progetto Suono Italiano 2019 
Eugenio Della Chiara 
Guitar 
In collaboration with CIDIM 

Tuesday 17th September - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

The exhibition Leonardo. Il genio gentile provides a captivating overview of Leonardo’s 
life and works to celebrate the 500th anniversary of his death. The launch event will 
include a performance by Irish duo Tonos (soprano Róisín O’Grady and lutist Eamon 
Sweeney), who will perform music from late 15th and early 16th-century Italy and 
France – music with which Leonardo Da Vinci would likely have been familiar. The 
concert will be introduced by musicologist Antonio Cascelli (Maynooth University). 

Leonardo, the gentle genius 
Launch event 
Lectures and music for #Leonardo500 
With Tonos and Antonio Cascelli 

Tuesday 3rd September - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking required on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

A unique opportunity to enjoy talented young performers celebrating the richness 
of the Italian opera repertoire, this evening’s close encounters with opera singers 
performing live Italian masterpieces is one of the most popular events of the year. A 
number of beautiful Italian arias will be brought to life by the exceptional talent of 
soprano Corina Ignat and tenor Vladimir Mihai Sima, accompanied by pianist Richard 
McGrath. The performances will start at 5.30pm and will be repeated at 6.15pm, 7pm 
and 8pm.

Culture Night 2019 
A night of Italian opera  
In collaboration with Lyric Opera Productions 

Born in Pesaro, Eugenio Della Chiara is the recipient of several music awards, 
including two scholarships granted by the Fondazione Rossini. He has performed in 
prestigious locations in Japan, Austria, Hungary, Turkey, Spain and Norway. He is the 
artistic director of MU.N - Music Notes in Pesaro, a chamber music season organised 
by the Associazione Marchigiana Attività Teatrali, and he is currently teaching at the 
Conservatorio “O. Respighi” in Latina. Eugenio’s programme for his performance at 
the IIC includes Paganini, Schubert, Castelnuovo-Tedesco and Scarlatti. 



From Monday 26th September to Thursday 5th October 
Abbey Theatre, 26/27 Abbey St. Lwr, Dublin 2
Tickets available on www.dublintheatrefestival.ie 

Tuesday 24th September - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

Concetto La Malfa 
More than 30 years in publishing 
at the service of the Italian community in Ireland 
Introduced by Catherine Dunne - In English

Concetto La Malfa, living in Ireland since 1965, has devoted over three decades to 
journalism and writing, as a correspondent for the Italian newspaper Corriere dello 
Sport and for the radio station RTL 102.5, covering the peace negotiations in Northern 
Ireland. He is the founder/editor of Italia Stampa (1983-2014) a periodical for the 
Italian community in Ireland which is now an online magazine (italvideonewstv.net). 
As a writer he has ten publications to his credit, including novels, plays, poems and a 
history of the Italians in Ireland. 

The Italian peninsula, from the Alps to the Mediterranean, is 1,200 kilometers long; 
this mesmerising, time-travelling film by Italo Moscati is a cinematic trip across Italy, 
from North to South, through an extraordinary collection of 90 years of documentaries 
depicting the diverse landscapes, everyday life and traditions of all twenty Italian 
regions, cross-cut with a variety of representations of Italian culture, art and 
creativity. 

Lunedì al Cinema 
1200 km di bellezza 
Directed by Italo Moscati, 2015 
In Italian with English subtitles

Monday 30th September - 6.30pm 
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

Dublin Theatre Festival
Pasolini’s Salò Redubbed  
Adaptation by Dylan Tighe 
For info and tickets: www.dublintheatrefestival.ie

A live redubbing of Pier Paolo Pasolini’s controversial 1975 film, Pasolini’s Salò 
Redubbed daringly transposes Pasolini’s notorious final film to Ireland. This 
radical adaptation by Dylan Tighe explores the beliefs and values behind ‘coercive 
confinement’ and their enduring impact on the power relations and injustices of 
contemporary Ireland. Pasolini’s Salò Redubbed is a fearless allegory of abuses of 
power, structural violence, masculinity and class supremacy. Warning: contains 
graphic scenes of a violent and sexual nature. Suitable for ages 18+.



An instrument most often heard in the brash and intense white heat of Argentinian 
tango, the bandoneon in the hands of Daniele Di Bonaventura is a balm, a love poem, 
seducing and beguiling. Galway Jazz Festival will welcome him and the ensemble 
Band’Union in Ireland for the first time. Their most recent album Garofani Rossi is a 
passionate and heartfelt collection of songs of resistance and revolution, starting with 
an elegant yet immensely powerful arrangement of the anti-fascist anthem Bella Ciao. 

Galway Jazz Festival
Daniele Di Bonaventura 
For info and tickets: www.galwayjazzfest.ie

Sunday 6th October - 5.30pm
Loam, Geata Na Cathrach, Fairgreen Rd, Galway
Tickets available on www.galwayjazzfest.ie

Irish National Opera presents
An introduction to Griselda 
With Antonio Cascelli and Eric Haywood 
In English

A unique evening of talks and song organised with Irish National Opera to mark the 
first ever Irish performance of an opera by Vivaldi, Griselda: literary historian Eric 
Haywood (UCD) on the extraordinary success of the Griselda story from Boccaccio to 
James Joyce, musicologist Antonio Cascelli (Maynooth University) on Vivaldi’s opera 
and its context, with INO cast members performing excerpts and members of the 
creative team providing insights into the production.

Friday 4th October - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Tickets available on www.irishnationalopera.it

Tuesday 3rd October - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

Rossini e il Bel Canto 
Le opere degli effetti speciali vocali 
With George Fleeton 
In English

Rossini wrote 39 operas, Donizetti 65, Bellini 10, all innovative and unprecedented 
(light years away from Mozart), with the emphasis on beauty of sound supported 
by very refined vocal techniques. These composers dominated Italian opera from 
the 1810s to the 1840s, until Verdi came along and changed everything again! This 
captivating talk by George Fleeton will include highlights of a small selection of bel 
canto operas (some of them performed live by opera singers), with the focus on the 
upcoming Lyric Opera’s production of Il Barbiere di Siviglia. 



The Italian Short Film Center, in collaboration with the Italian Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation, presents a varied selection of original 
contemporary short films by Italian film-makers. Six of the ten films will be screened 
at the IIC: Mercurio by Michele Bernardi, Frontiera by Alessandro Di Gregorio, Polvere 
Sottile by A. Boatto, G. Cianci and S. Zanonato, Takhir by Ali Asgari, Rumori by 
directing duo SÄMEN, Waterloo by Francesco Selvi.

Lunedì al Cinema 
Corti in giro per il mondo 
Selection of contemporary Italian short films 
In Italian with English subtitles

Monday 14th October - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

Monday 7th October - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it
Lunedì al Cinema 
Corto. Italy and Ireland in a snapshot 
Shorts from the IFF Short Video Competition  
In English - In collaboration with Radio Dublino 

A selection of short films combining elements of Irish and Italian culture, presented 
during the latest editions of Italian Fusion Festival organised by Radio Dublino, the 
only Irish radio programme in Italian. This short film competition has been an integral 
part of the Italian Fusion Festival since its start, aiming to offer a spotlight to Dublin 
film-makers ready to showcase their works; the artists involved (mainly Irish and 
Italian) embody a true artistic fusion of elements of both cultures. A short discussion 
with a Q&A session will take place after the screenings.

Arcangelo Pignatelli, born in 2002, began studying music at the tender age of 6 under 
the guidance of his father Angelo; he then attended the conservatory of Vibo Valentia, 
where he is currently studying under the guidance of Mario Stefano Pietrodarchi. He 
ranked first in many prestigious music contests in Italy, Croatia and Portugal and 
was selected to represent Italy at the 69th Coupe Mondiale in Rostov-on-Don (Russia) 
in 2016. In occasion of his concert at the IIC, Arcangelo will perform pieces by Precz, 
Scarlatti, Angelis, Galynin, Chiacchiaretta and Makkonen. 

Progetto Suono Italiano 2019 
Arcangelo Pignatelli 
Accordion 
In collaboration with CIDIM

Tuesday 15th October - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it



The legacy of Franco Basaglia 
From asylum to community 
With Tom Burns, John Foot and Brendan Kelly 
In English

This conference (which includes the screening - in Italian - of the 1968 documentary 
I giardini di Abele) will examine the legacy of reformist psychiatrist Franco Basaglia 
and highlight the relevance of his works and thought on mental healthcare today, 
while discussing his influence on Irish psychiatry. Speakers include Tom Burns 
(Professor Emeritus of Social Psychiatry at the University of Oxford), John Foot 
(Professor of Modern Italian History at the University of Bristol) and Brendan Kelly 
(Professor of Psychiatry at Trinity College). Special thanks to RaiCinema. 

Thursday 17th October - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

Settimana della Lingua Italiana
Terra di Rosa - vite di Rosa Balistreri 
By and with Tiziana Francesca Vaccaro 
In Italian

Tuesday 22nd October - 6.30pm 
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

An intense show inspired by the life of Rosa Balistreri, the unruly folk singer who 
became an icon of 20th century Sicily due to her hoarse voice charged with melancholy 
and her strong personality. Brought to life by the passionate Sicilian actor and 
playwright Tiziana Francesca Vaccaro, Terra di Rosa is both a coming-of-age tale and 
the love/hate story between a woman and her motherland, depicted in her songs, in the 
words of Leonardo Sciascia, as “violent, tender, bitter, sweet, full of ambiguities”. 

Mario Botta. The space beyond 
Directed by Loretta Dalpozzo and Michele Volontè, 2018 
In collaboration with the Embassy of Switzerland 
In English 

Thursday 24th October - Time TBA 
Location TBA
Booking details TBA on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

An artistic and personal journey into the work of Swiss architect Mario Botta to 
understand why a globalized society feels the urge to build sacred spaces and why 
Botta feels, more than ever, the need to tackle the issue. Born in Mendrisio in 1943, 
Botta studied in Milan and in Venice, where he met Luis Kahn and worked at Le 
Corbusier. All his work has a spiritual connotation, through which he highlights the 
importance of architecture as a means of expression of human memory. 
Mario Botta will be present at the screening. 

 
Credits: Nicola Gnesi (courtesy of  Fondazione Henraux)



Friday 25th October - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it 
Settimana della Lingua Italiana
Translating Italian theatre 
Challenges and opportunities 
With Joseph Farrell - In English

This lecture by Joseph Farrell will introduce the specific challenges and opportunities of 
translating Italian plays, with a focus on the delicate process of translating dialects and on 
masters of modern Italian theatre such as Dario Fo and Eduardo De Filippo.  
Joseph Farrell is Emeritus Professor of Italian at the University of Strathclyde and author 
of A history of Italian theatre, as well as of several publications on Dario Fo, Luigi Pirandello, 
Leonardo Sciascia, Vincenzo Consolo, Carlo Levi, and Carmelo Bene among others. 

A consistent part of Neapolitan culture as we know it was shaped by the city’s 
relationship with natural disasters, which have affected the lives of Neapolitans for 
millennia. Regularly re-shaped in its architecture following earthquakes, the city - 
which lives under the persistent threat of Vesuvius - has elected the volcano to one 
of its most distinguished symbols. Elisabetta Scirocco, researcher at the Bibliotheca 
Hertziana – Max Planck Institute for Art History in Rome, will explain how the 
legacy of such events has profoundly influenced Naples’ cultural identity up to today. 

Thursday 31st October - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it
Naples and natural disasters: 
history and the present 
With Elisabetta Scirocco 
In Italian

Born in 1998, Sante Mileti graduated with honours from the conservatory “N. Rota” of 
Monopoli in 2017. He ranked first in several national and international competitions 
and attended masterclasses with musicians such as Oscar Ghiglia, Frédéric Zigante, 
Antonio Rugolo, Lorenzo Micheli, Andrea Dieci, Carlo Marchione, Zoran Dukic. 
In 2014, he was selected to attend the 19th International Guitar Convention in 
Alessandria for his “fine talent” and his “strong interpretation skills”. 

Sante Mileti 
Guitar 
In collaboration with TU Conservatory 

 

Tuesday 29th October - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it



Monday 4th November - 6.30pm
Irish Film Institute, 6 Eustace St., Dublin 2
Booking details TBA on www.iicdublino.esteri.it
EUNIC Short Shorts from Europe 
Non mi posso lamentare 
Directed by Elisa Billi and Cristiana Mecozzi, 2018 
In Italian with English subtitles

Tuesday 5th November - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

Archeologia nel castello 
The Castle of Melfi and the National 
Archaeological Museum “Massimo Pallottino” 
With Maria Chiara Monaco - In English

Action, animation, drama – expect this and more from Short Shorts, a selection of 
European short films from the home countries of seven members of EUNIC Ireland. 
Our pick for this year’s edition is Non mi posso lamentare: the story unfolds within a 
very peculiar Complaints Office, a place outside of time, where people can go complain 
about their problems. In the elegant office, two employees sit at a desk piled with 
documents and files and try to find the most apt solutions to the absurd problems of 
their customers. Their unusual sources of inspiration are a goldfish and a rabbit.

A talk by Maria Chiara Monaco (lecturer in Classical Archaeology at the University 
of Basilicata, author of over 100 papers and an expert in ancient Greek history) 
on the Castle of Melfi in Basilicata, one of the most important medieval castles in 
Southern Italy. Built by the Normans in the 11th Century, the castle hosted synods 
and ecumenical councils and became the residence of Emperor Frederick II: there, he 
promulgated the Constitutions of Melfi (code of laws of the Kingdom of Sicily) in 1231. 
Today, the castle hosts an important archaeological museum. 

 
Giovedì all’Opera with Deirdre O’Grady
The Italian Institute of Culture is delighted to announce the new season of the series  
Giovedì all’Opera/Thursday at the Opera, with Deirdre O’Grady (Emeritus Professor  
of Italian and Comparative Studies at UCD). The series will demonstrate the outstanding  
features of the early to mid-19th century Italian opera through the glorious melodies  
of Rossini, Donizetti, Bellini and Verdi. The lectures will be followed by live performances. 
 
All lectures begin at 6.30pm. The calendar for the upcoming months is the following: 
 
7th November: Fact, fiction and fantasy: the novel form of operatic theatre 
21st November: 16th century England and the operatic personae of the Tudor Queens 
12th December: Verdi’s realism: the macabre, the conscience and consciousness



Diego Cambareri is known as “the Maradona of classical guitar” due to his unusual 
ability to perfectly perform both flamenco and classical music within the same 
performance; at only 20 years of age he is considered to be one of the most promising 
classical guitarists in Italy. His classical and flamenco concert activity takes place in 
Spain, the United States, Italy and Germany. He has published important recordings 
covering the anthology of the most important flamenco authors, as well as a series of 
essays on technical and musicological aspects of flamenco culture.

Tuesday 12th November - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

Progetto Suono Italiano 2019 
Diego Cambareri 
Guitar 
In collaboration with CIDIM

March 1938: 31-year-old Ettore Majorana, unanimously considered one of the most 
brilliant Italian physicists of the 20th century, goes missing without leaving any 
traces, in circumstances which will never be clarified. After reaching Palermo by 
ship from Naples, he buys a ticket to go back to Naples immediately; since then, 
no one ever hears from him again. This unconventional film tries to shed a light on 
the mysterious disappearance of the “Prince of Physics” through testimony, archive 
footage and animations. 

Lunedì al Cinema 
Nessuno mi troverà 
Directed by Egidio Eronico, 2015 
In Italian with English subtitles

Monday 11th November - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

St. Francis’ mouth-watering last meal, Honoré de Balzac and his guilty pleasures, 
the luscious banquets of the Grand Khan, Napoleon’s favourite recipe: all of this 
and much more can be found in L’appetito dell’Imperatore, a collection of forgotten 
stories and recipes by historian and gourmand Franco Cardini, who will open our 
celebrations of the Week of Italian Cuisine in the World by sharing some flavourful 
bites of history with us.

Thursday 14th November - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it
Settimana della Cucina Italiana 
L’appetito dell’Imperatore 
With Franco Cardini 
In Italian



Pasta is prepared and eaten worldwide, but what is the science behind the perfect 
spaghetti dish? There is a direct connection between the taste of pasta and aspects 
such as the origin of the wheat, if the pasta has been teflon or bronze extruded, how it 
was dried, the process behind pasta al dente and much more. Fabio Bruni (University 
of Roma 3) will unravel the secrets of the gluten network glass-gel transition and 
reveal how to cook an impeccable pasta dish with the help of physics. 

Settimana della Cucina Italiana 
The Physics of Spaghetti 
with Fabio Bruni  
In English

Tuesday 19th November - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

Lunedì al Cinema 
Cover Boy: l’ultima rivoluzione 
Directed by Carmine Amoroso, 2008 
In Italian with English subtitles

Monday 2nd December - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

The serendipitous encounter of two worlds apart: Ioan, Romanian, son of the Post-
Communist Revolution, who flees his country in search of a better future, and 
Michele, Italian, who instead scrapes along the margins of a Western society that is 
unable to offer gainful employment to its marginalised youth. The film is an account 
of their shared experiences on the fringes of a prosperous city and it illustrates how 
the savagery of a daily dog-eat-dog struggle for survival can be opposed by the bonds 
of genuine friendship.

Progetto Suono Italiano 2019 
Nicola Di Benedetto 
Violin 
In collaboration with CIDIM

Tuesday 3rd December - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

Born in Pordenone in 2001, Nicola Di Benedetto started playing the violin at the age 
of 7. He took part in several masterclasses with world famous musicians and stood 
out in many national and international contests. In 2017 he debuted at the Royal 
Albert Hall in London as the winner of the International competition “London Grand 
Prize Virtuoso” and played at Carnegie Hall in New York, as the winner of the NY 
Golden Classical Music Awards competition. His performance at the IIC will include 
compositions by Bach, Paganini and Kreisler. 



Despite a brilliant career as an architect in London, Serena decides to return to work 
in Rome. Unfortunately, her new work environment turns out to be surprisingly 
hostile to women; forced to work three different jobs way below her qualifications, in 
the end Serena resorts to passing herself off as a man in order to be taken seriously 
and get to work on an ambitious architectural project. She is supported by Francesco, 
her new best friend, who will in turn need her help to come out as gay to his son.

Monday 9th December - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it

Lunedì al Cinema 
Scusate se esisto 
Directed by Riccardo Milani, 2014 
In Italian with English subtitles

Matera, the famous city of “Sassi” and European Capital of Culture 2019, recently 
hosted The Poetry of Primes, a series of five great exhibitions meant to explore 
mathematics from the inside (through the beauty of numbers and their specific 
content) and from the outside (through the numbers of beauty and their mathematical 
relations with the rest of culture). The project was curated by Piergiorgio Odifreddi, 
mathematician and aficionado of the history of science, who will share his account of 
this experience and lead us into the wonderful world of mathematics - our own world.

Matera Capitale della Cultura 2019 
Racconti matematici da Matera 
With Piergiorgio Odifreddi 
In English

Thursday 5th December - 6.30pm
Italian Institute of Culture
Booking recommended on www.iicdublino.esteri.it



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DAY TIME PLACE EVENT
03/09 6.30pm IIC Leonardo, the gentle genius - Launch event
04-26/09 o.t. IIC Exhibition Leonardo, the gentle genius
17/09 6.30pm IIC Eugenio Della Chiara - Guitar concert
20/09 5.30pm IIC Culture Night
24/09 6.30pm IIC Concetto La Malfa - More than 30 years...
26/09-05/10 various Abbey Theatre Pasolini’s Salò Redubbed
30/09 6.30pm IIC Screening: 1200 km di bellezza
03/10 6.30pm IIC Rossini e il Bel Canto - with George Fleeton 
03-06/10 various Galway Galway Jazz Festival
04/10 6.30pm IIC An introduction to Griselda
07/10 6.30pm IIC Screening: Corto. Italy and Ireland...
12-15/10 various NCH The Barber of Seville - Lyric Opera 
12-27/10 various various Griselda - INO
14/10 6.30pm IIC Screening: 10 corti in giro per il mondo
15/10 6.30pm IIC Arcangelo Pignatelli - Accordion concert
17/10 6.30pm IIC The legacy of Franco Basaglia
22/10 6.30pm IIC Week of Italian Language - Terra di Rosa
24/10 TBA TBA Screening: Mario Botta. The space beyond
25/10 6.30pm IIC Week of Italian language - Translating...
29/10 6.30pm IIC Sante Mileti - Guitar concert
31/10 6.30pm IIC Naples and natural disasters
04/11 6.30pm IFI EUNIC Short Shorts for Europe
05/11 6.30pm IIC The Castle of Melfi - with Chiara Monaco
07/11 6.30pm IIC Giovedì all’Opera - 1
11/11 6.30pm IIC Screening: Nessuno mi troverà
12/11 6.30pm IIC Diego Cambareri - Guitar concert
14/11 6.30pm IIC Week of Italian Cuisine - Franco Cardini
19/11 6.30pm IIC Week of Italian Cuisine - The physics of...
21/11 6.30pm IIC Giovedì all’Opera - 2
02/12 6.30pm IIC Screening: Cover Boy
03/12 6.30pm IIC Nicola Di Benedetto - Violin concert
05/12 6.30pm IIC Piergiorgio Odifreddi - Racconti matematici...
09/12 6.30pm IIC Screening: Scusate se esisto
12/12 6.30pm IIC Giovedì all’Opera - 3

Details subject to change. Please check our website and Facebook page for updates.



AUTUMN TERM 
From 30th September 2019 to 27th January 2020

ENROLMENT PERIOD 
From 2nd to 20th September 2019

ENROLMENT OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Thursday from 11am to 7pm - Friday from 11am to 3pm 

FEES AND DISCOUNTS
€ 300 New Students / € 280 Returning students / € 280 OAP (on presentation of valid 
documentation) / € 260 Early Birds (registration by Friday 6th September).
Payable in person only, by Debit or Credit Card. Payments cannot be processed by 
phone.
Fees do not include the price of textbooks.
 
Enrolment will be considered confirmed once payment has been processed 
and registration form duly filled and signed. 

DEADLINE
All registrations must be completed by 20th September 2019.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
- Fees cannot be refunded or transferred (from one term to another or to another 
student) once a course has commenced; 
- Requests of refunds or fee transfers for personal reasons cannot be accepted;
- Cancellations / Requests for refunds can only be accepted if made before the 
beginning of a course. The requests must be made in writing to the Director of the 
Institute and will be subject to a €50 administrative charge. 
- Please make sure that you will be able to attend the class you registered for on 
scheduled days/times. Please check the calendar of classes before registering. 
- Class changes will only be allowed during the first week of the course. 
- The IIC reserves the right to cancel a course if the adequate number of students is 
not reached and to alter the timetable where necessary. 

Please contact us at classes.iicdublino@esteri.it if you have any questions.

Italian Language Courses



THE COURSES
Our Italian language courses will help you develop speaking, reading and writing 
skills in a structured and gradual manner. Our teachers are Italian graduates with 
extensive experience and special qualifications in the teaching of Italian as a foreign 
language. All courses are structured according to the Council of Europe’s Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages.

Each course consists of 15 lessons / 30 hours; each class lasts 2 hours, including a 10 
minute break. Classes will have a minimum of 7 and a maximum of 15 students.

TEXTBOOKS
Our courses employ the Contatto, Nuovo Contatto, Nuovo Espresso, Nuovo Magari and 
Nuovo Progetto Italiano series of textbooks. Students will be advised about the correct 
textbook upon enrolment. Books can be purchased at International Books, 18 South 
Frederick St, Dublin 2. Our students can avail of a 10% discount on all textbooks.

A1.1 - A1.2 - A1.3 Nuovo Contatto A1 Loescher Editore
A2.1 - A2.2 Nuovo Contatto A2 Loescher Editore

B1.1 - B1.2 - B1.3 Contatto 2A Loescher Editore
B2.1 Nuovo Espresso 4 Alma Edizioni

B2.2 - B2.3 Contatto 2B Loescher Editore
All levels C (advanced) Nuovo Progetto Italiano 3 Edilingua

Lingua, Società, Letteratura 
(advanced) Nuovo Magari C1/C2 Loescher Editore

ASSESSMENT TESTS
Students not previously enrolled in the IIC who wish to follow a course at a higher 
level than A1.1 should take an assessment test (free of charge – by appointment only).  
To set up an appointment please call us on (01) 662 0509 / 662 1507 or e-mail us at 
classes.iicdublino@esteri.it  

CONVERSATION CLASSES
Our conversation courses, suitable for students with an intermediate or advanced 
knowledge of Italian, aim to improve your vocabulary and speaking skills. They build 
your confidence by providing opportunities to discuss, debate and exchange ideas 
through communicative activities and tasks.  



11 Fitzwilliam Square East, Dublin 2 D02 KN81 
+353 (1) 662 0509 / 662 1507 
iicdublino@esteri.it
www.iicdublino.esteri.it

Vi aspettiamo!

Special thanks to:


